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Developments at RST  
The past few months have 
been very exciting for RST. 
We welcomed new staff 
and board members, and 
have begun work on our  
innovative partnership 
project (see pages 2-3). 

We have also started a new 
pilot project for our 
destitution grants, and ran  
our winter bus pass 

scheme . We are hoping to 
be able to re-start our 
Access to Education and 
Employment (A to EE) 
Grants this year — but we 
need the funds to make this 
happen!  

Our wonderful volunteers 
have been working hard 
with events and talks too 
(see pages 6-7). 

RST is a small volunteer-
led charity that provides 
grants to asylum seekers 
and refugees living in 

Scotland.  

These grants either alle-
viate poverty and desti-
tution, or help refugees 

and asylum seekers to 
overcome obstacles in 
accessing educational 
and employment oppor-

tunities.  

RST uses the information 
and experience gained 
from providing these 
grants to lobby for im-
proved conditions for 
asylum seekers and ref-

ugees in Scotland. 

Please read this newslet-
ter and pass it on to 
spread the word about 
our work. 

Stay in touch: 

 @RefugeeSurvival 
 

Refugee Survival Trust 
 

       www.rst.org.uk 

If you would prefer to  
receive this Newsletter 
via email, please let us 
know by sending your full 
name and email address 
to: info@rst.org.uk. 

RST attended the National 
Conference on Asylum Des-
titution in Bristol. The Con-
ference was well-attended 
by charities and local au-
thorities throughout the 
UK.  Chair of Bristol City of 
Sanctuary (CoS), Fr Richard 
McKay, opened proceedings. 

Key speakers included 
George Ferguson, Mayor of 
Bristol and Sarah Teather 
MP. All spoke passionately 
about the injustice of the UK 
asylum system and the need 
for change. People experi-
encing asylum destitution 
gave moving testimonies 
about the hardships they 
endure, sometimes for 
years. 

Alan Thomas, Chair of National 
CoS signing the Joint Commit-
ment to Action. Richard McKay, 
Conference Chair and Chair of 
Bristol CoS. Tiffy Allen CoS Na-
tional Coordinator. 

At a Housing workshop,  we 
learned how organisations 
are working within local 
constraints to provide desti-
tute asylum seekers with 
shelter and accommodation.  

The conference closed with 
a signing of a statement to 
end asylum destitution and 
a tree planting on the near-
by College Green.  

Ending Asylum Destitution 
Conference 

https://twitter.com/refugeesurvival
https://www.facebook.com/refugeesurvivaltrust?ref=ts&fref=ts
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The Destitute Asylum Seeker 
Service, “DASS”, project 
developed out of a piece of 
research commissioned by 
RST in 2013 which found that 
there was a need for a 
service to provide longer 
term support for destitute 
and homeless asylum 
seekers, allowing their 
asylum cases to be resolved. 
With funding from the Oak 
Foundation, and other 
sources, this service has now 
become a reality. 
The “DASS” project will 
enable destitute homeless 
asylum seekers in Glasgow to 
work towards a permanent 
resolution of their legal 
situation. For some, there 
will be an in-depth review of 
their legal case leading to the 
submission of a fresh claim. 
For others, there will be 
confirmation that a fresh 
claim is not possible and that 
other options need to be 
considered. 
Support will start with a case 

work interview for all DASS 
clients. After this, legal 
advice, help with 
accommodation and 
individual support will be 
offered to clients who stay 
with the project. Clients who 
leave the project will be 
signposted to other services. 
Support will be provided by a 
range of partner 
organisations experienced in 
the fields of asylum and 
destitution.  
DASS is due to run for three 
years and will work with 130 
destitute asylum seekers per 
year. It is expected that at 
least 30 fresh claims for 
asylum will be submitted per 
year. We will use data 
gathered from the project to 
campaign on behalf of 
homeless, destitute asylum 
seekers, looking for changes 
to the asylum system and 
the support provided to 
those seeking asylum in the 
UK.  

 

Destitute Asylum Seeker 
Service 

 

DASS Partner 
The legal project  is made 
up of the Strathclyde 
University Immigration Law 
Clinic and a team of 
lawyers from local legal 
firms who are volunteering 
their time and expertise. 

The DASS legal project has 
three stages. Firstly, after 
receiving a referral from 
the Caseworker, the Law 
Clinic Supervisor will 
review the case.  

If there are grounds for a 
fresh asylum claim, the Law 
students at the clinic will  
conduct the in depth 
research needed to build a 
strong case. This could take 
a number of months. 

 Finally, after the research 
is completed, a panel of 
pro bono lawyers will look 
at the case again and 
decide if a fresh submission 
can be made 

If it can, it will be passed to 
a lawyer who will arrange 
the submission. 

DASS is aiming to refer 65 
clients per year to the legal 
project and for at least 30 
fresh claims to be 
submitted with a strong 
chance of success. 

 

Contact us: 
If you would like to get in touch about any element of 
the DASS project, please email us at: 
DASS_administrator@rst.org.uk 
or call us on: 0141 353 5603 

mailto:projectmanager@rst.org.uk
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RST’s new DASS Staff 
RST is pleased to welcome  
two new members of staff... 

Cath McGee - DASS  
Project Manager 

I’m very happy to have 
joined the RST team as DASS 
Project Manager. I’ve 
already learned so much in 
the few months I’ve been 
here. 
My background is mainly in 
adult education. I worked 
abroad for seven years 
teaching English as a foreign 
language in Spain and Japan 
and returned to the UK in 
2002. I started working in 
the voluntary sector in 
Glasgow at Quarriers, where 
I developed a family focused 
adult literacies project. I 
then managed an adult 
learning centre in Royston, 
Glasgow where I first 
worked with asylum seekers 
and refugees and learned 
more about the asylum 
system and its challenges. 
After that, I worked for 
Glasgow ESOL Forum where 
I organised English classes 
for refugees, asylum seekers 
and EU migrants.  
Managing the DASS project 
is a large role and there will 
be many challenges but I’m 
looking forward to the 
experience!  

Andrew McAinsh - DASS 
Administrator 

I’ve been in post since 
December and am enjoying 
an eventful role as DASS 
Project Administrator. 
Prior to this, I spent 5 years 
at Rosemount Lifelong 
Learning, supporting a 
research project and 
providing I.T. learner 
support. Working directly 
with North Glasgow’s 
diverse communities 
increased my awareness of 
issues affecting refugees and 
asylum seekers and 
encouraged me to apply for 
this post with RST. 
Besides work and studying 
for an HNC in Admin & IT, I 
spend most of my spare 
time on a health & fitness 
regime, much to the 
amusement of my 
colleagues! 
I’ve learned a lot in my three 
months at RST. It’s exciting 
to be involved in the early 
stages of this project and 
helping to get it up and 
running. I’m looking forward 
to continuing to support 
DASS and playing a part in 
providing a much needed 
service for destitute asylum 
seekers. 
 

Cath McGee 

DASS Project Manager 
 

Andrew McAinsh 

DASS Administrator 
 

Cath and Andrew are 
currently working with 
staff at the Scottish 
Refugee Council, Glasgow 
Night shelter and 
Strathclyde law clinic. 

What would you like to 
hear more about in RST’s 

newsletters?  
Please let us know your 
thoughts and feedback, 
email: info@rst.org.uk or 
contact us via our twitter 
and Facebook pages. 
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 Access to Education 
and Employment 

Grants 

RST has been giving  Access 
to Education and 
Employment (A to EE) 
grants to refugees and 
asylum seekers since 2005. 
These grants help people 
to break down some of  the 
barriers to education and 
employment that they 
face.  

Unfortunately RST has not 
had the funds to run this 
grant programme since 
April 2014. We would love 
to be able to start it again 
in 2015, but we need your 
help! 

Please donate to our A to 
EE fund, and help us 
support vulnerable people 
living in our communities 
to access education and 
employment. 

Use the donation form on 
the back of this leaflet 
(noting your donation is for 
A to EE), or visit our 
website: www.rst.org.uk. 

Morag Gillespie is a senior 
research fellow at the 
Scottish Poverty Information 
Unit, and a member of 
Women In Scotland's 
Economy (WiSE) research 
centre. She has a long 
history of working with 
voluntary and community 
groups. Her current 
research and teaching have 
a focus on poverty which 
includes research with 
different groups at risk of 
poverty, including asylum 
seekers and refugees. She 
also works on projects that 
explore gender equality and 
women's poverty and 
gender mainstreaming.  
 

Benjamin Thomas White 
works in the history 
department at the 
University of Glasgow, 
where he is also a member 
of GRAMNet, the Glasgow 
Refugee, Asylum, and 
Migration Network. Ben 
studied Arabic at Edinburgh 
and began his academic 
career as a historian of the 
modern Middle East, with a 
book about Syria in the 
1920s and 30s. He now 
teaches and does research 
on the history of refugees 
and statelessness in the 
contemporary world. Ben 
lives in Pollokshields, and 
gets out on his bike when 
he can.  

Welcome to RST’s new 
Board Members 

Become an RST Board Member 
RST is looking to recruit people to join our board and 
seeks applicants who have empathy with refugee and 
asylum issues, strategic vision, good independent 
judgement, and the ability to work as part of a diverse 
team. We are actively looking for representatives from 
the Refugee community. For more information please 
contact recruitment@rst.org.uk.  

mailto:info@rst.org.uk
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Winter Bus Pass 

Scheme 

RST ran its winter bus pass 
scheme from December to 
February this year. We 
worked with four partner 
organisations in Glasgow 
to distribute 120 bus 
passes to destitute asylum 
seekers in Glasgow 
throughout the cold 
months. This enabled 
people to attend 
important appointments, 
such as doctor or hospital 
appointments, or meetings 
with the home office or 
their lawyer. 

All our partners  say that 
the bus pass scheme is a 
vital lifeline in the winter 
months. 

We would like to thank 
everyone who sent 
donations to RST to make  
this possible.  

 

Destitution Grants 
From April 2014 to February 2015 RST distributed 287 
Destitution grants, with a value of £17,941 to destitute 
asylum seekers and refugees. These supported 412 
Individuals. The break down of reasons for grant 
claims is shown in the graph below: 

We mentioned in our Autumn 2014 newsletter that 
these figures are markedly different from previous 
years, owing to the changes in the way support is 
provided to asylum seekers in the UK. These changes 
were brought in in April 2014 and since then RST has 
been working with organisations in Glasgow to 
determine the best way to ensure our services are 
reaching those who need them most.  

At the beginning of 2015 we started a 12 week pilot 
project to try to address this problem. We have set up 
a partnership with three new organisation in Glasgow 
who can refer people to RST’s destitution grants. It is 
still very much early days of the project, but it is hoped 
this will enable people who are currently navigating 
the asylum system and need our support at points 
along the way. 

68.3%

15.0%

3.1%

2.1%
2.1%

9.4%

Reasons for claiming RST grants 
April 2014 - Feb 2015

Awaiting mainstream
benefits
Travel to Croydon

Mainstream benefits
withdrawn
Family reunion

Travel to Liverpool

Other
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Ever thought about 
volunteering for RST?... 

RST is a very small 
organisation that punches 
above its weight. Its success 
is largely due to the 
dedication of its small team 
of volunteers.  

You can get involved in a 
variety of ways, including: 

 - Fundraising  

 - Community events  

 - Talk Ambassadors  

If you want to find out more 

about volunteering, or have 

ideas for events or activities, 

please get in touch with 

Diana at: 

coordinator@rst.org.uk  

Or on: 0141 353 5602 

Volunteer News 

On 18th January a Mass for 
Migrants and Refugees was 
held in St Mary’s RC 
Cathedral, Edinburgh. Music 
and readings were delivered 
in several languages, in 
celebration of the part 
migrants and refugees play 
in society. The organisers 
kindly welcomed two RST 
volunteers, inviting them to 
share information on our 
work. The volunteers spoke 
with lots of interested 
people, raising awareness of 
the issues we tackle and the 
successes that we have 
achieved. 

RST Edinburgh volunteers 
organised a fantastically 
successful International 
Carol Concert at the Sacred 
Heart Church in Edinburgh 
on 5th December.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RST Volunteer Gregor Robertson’s 
antique yellow taxi advertising 
the International Carol Concert on 
the streets of Edinburgh. 

The programme was made 
up of 12 carols and songs in 
different languages. 100 
people came to hear the 
concert and donated £350 
pounds to RST. Many thanks 
to choirmaster Bob Minns 
for all his help, and, of 
course to our dedicated 
volunteers led by Sarah 
Tolley.  

We would like to say a huge 
thank you to Michelle Lowe, 
our former Development 
Manager, who very kindly 
donated proceeds from her 
pre-Christmas pottery open 
day in November to RST.  

RST would like to say 
another massive thank you 
to our Fundraising 
volunteers, led by Callum 
Aitken, who have been  
working hard applying for 
funds to support our 
Destitution Grants and to 
hopefully re-start our A to EE 
grants. 

 

A big thank you to our 

volunteer translators 

As part of the new Destitu-

tion Grant Pilot Project 

RST has produced an infor-

mation leaflet detailing 

who is eligible for our 

grants. Thanks to the help 

of a number of volunteers, 

we have been able to 

translate this into a num-

ber of languages to make 

this information accessible 

to everyone. 

mailto:coordinator@rst.org.uk
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T-shirt Design 
competition 

RST’s volunteers are 
running a T-shirt design 
competition this year, 
thanks to initial funding 
from the Scottish Fairtrade 
Forum. 

The aim is to help raise 
awareness of the work of 
RST, with the result of 
producing a Fairtrade T-
shirt that can be used to 
identify RST 
representatives at events. 

You are all encouraged to 
participate in this fantastic 
opportunity and design a T
-shirt which expresses the 
theme of ‘Supporting 
Refugee Survival‘.  

Katharine, one of our 
dedicated volunteers, is 
running this competition, 
and is looking for support 
in a number of areas. 

Please contact Katharine 
at: 
TShirtCompetition@rst.org
.uk if you would like to get 
involved. 

More information is 
available on RST’s website: 

www.rst.org.uk 

 

 

Upcoming events.. 

Journeys – Reflecting the Refugee Experience 

Poetry Reading   
Thursday 9th April, 6:30 – 8:00pm. 

Lauriston Hall,  Lauriston St, Edinburgh, EH3 9DJ  

A shared event, with The Scottish Poetry Library. 

The session will be opened by W.N.Herbert who will read 
poems and then invite others to read their poems, fol-
lowed by a discussion. 

You are invited to contact us about reading a poem, (in 
English or another language).  

Contact Sarah: fundraising_volunteer@rst.org.uk for fur-
ther details.  

Refugee Festival Scotland  

Wednesday 3rd—Sunday 21st June 2015 

The Refugee Festival is an annual  

celebration of the contribution refugees make to life in 
Scotland and the welcome offered by local people. This 
year the theme is: ‘Celebrate: rights, dignity, protection’, 
challenge negative perceptions of refugees and promote 
positive social change.   

Coordinated by the Scottish Refugee Council, the festival 
will see a huge programme of events throughout Scot-
land. Lookout for the festival programme in the coming 
months, including activities held by RST. 

Please Support Diana and Cath... 
Two of RST’s staff, have (foolishly?) signed up for the 

Great Scottish Swim and will be raising 
funds for RST.  
Diana and Cath will be swimming 2 miles 
and 1 mile in Loch Lomond on Saturday 
29th August. Please sponsor us: 

www.justgiving.com/RSTSwimTeam 
Or even join us! 

Updates will be available at rst.org.uk, and via RST’s Face-
book and Twitter accounts.  

mailto:TShirtCompetition@rst.org.uk
mailto:TShirtCompetition@rst.org.uk
http://www.scottishpoetrylibrary.org.uk/
http://www.scottishpoetrylibrary.org.uk/poetry/poets/w-n-herbert
mailto:fundraising_volunteer@rst.org.uk
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Refugee Survival Trust 
Stanhope House 
12 Stanhope  Place 
Edinburgh EH12 5HH 
Charity no: SCO24328 

Phone:  

0131 337 5507  

Email: info@rst.org.uk 

The Refugee Survival Trust only exists thanks to the 

generosity, help and support given by people in Scotland—

individuals, churches, clubs, companies and schools. It is 

thanks to you that we are able to prevent hundreds of 

vulnerable people from being destitute on the streets of 

Scotland. However, as harsh legislation and an often  

ineffective asylum system forces more people to rely on RST 

funding to survive, we need your help more than ever.  

Please pass on this newsletter to friends, family and 

colleagues, and encourage them to support us—ask them 

to show their support by making a donation online or by 

joining us. You can also donate online:  www.rst.org.uk 
Visit our website: 
www.rst.org.uk 

Please make a donation 

 

Last year, (2013-14) RST made grants of over £52,000 to prevent the destitution of asylum 
seekers and refugees in Scotland.  RST only has limited funds, and desperately needs to raise 
more if it is to continue. Without RST, asylum seekers, refugees and their children would be left 
with no money for food, and often no accommodation. Please make a donation now to help us 
continue this essential work.  Thank you! 
 

Title:   Mr / Mrs / Ms / Other ………………… 

 

Full Name:  ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

Full address:  ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

………………………………… Postcode: ………………………………………………………... 
 

Email:  …………………………………………………………  (Please give us your email address if you would 
like to receive occasional updates about our work by email) 
 

□ I would like to make a donation of £ ……………….. and enclose a cheque/postal order  payable to 
the Refugee Survival Trust for this amount.  

□ (please tick) I want all the donation I’ve made since 6th April 2010 and all donation in the future 
to qualify for Gift Aid until I notify you otherwise. To qualify for Gift Aid, what you pay in income tax 
or capital gains tax must at least equal the amount of tax that RST, and all other charities or 
Community Amateur Sports Clubs you donate to, will claim in the tax year. RST will claim 25p of tax 
for every £1 you donate. Taxes such as VAT and council tax do not qualify 

Please return to:  Refugee Survival Trust, Stanhope House, 12 Stanhope Place, Edinburgh  EH12 5HH 


