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the Refugee Survival Trust

RST is a small volunteerled charity that provides
grants to asylum seekers
and refugees living in
Scotland.
These grants either alleviate poverty and destitution, or help refugees
and asylum seekers to
overcome obstacles in
accessing
educational
and employment opportunities.
RST uses the information
and experience gained
from providing these
grants to lobby for improved conditions for
asylum seekers and refugees in Scotland.

To donate £5 to our
winter bus pass fund
text FARE15

£5

to 70070.
Please read this newsletter and pass it on to
spread the word about
our work.
Keep in touch – sign up
for email updates at:
www.rst.org.uk

Message from our Interim
Chair
I was very pleased to be
asked by the Board to act
as Chair after Eileen
Baxendale completed her
term. We miss Eileen a lot
- all those who know RST
will be aware of how hard
she has worked, and what
great ideas and contacts
she has contributed, over
her six years on the Board.
We have a great mix of
skills on our Board, but we
are always looking to
recruit more people to join
us. We are an active group
- with such a tiny staff
team we have to be - and
we give direct input into
the day to day work of the
charity. Board members
make decisions every day
on grant applications from
destitute asylum seekers.
We
craft
funding
applications and organise
fundraising events. We
work hard on budgets and
forward plans, and we
support our excellent staff

to do their best.
Our AGM in September
was a real showcase of
what is best about
RST. Our new project, the
Destitute Asylum Seeker
Support Service, has
brought together a range
of
excellent
and
committed partners to
offer new hope to
homeless and destitute
people. The legal clinic,
case
work
and
befriending support, and
temporary
accommodation
will
make a huge difference
to help people resolve
their cases.
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We are very proud of the
project and the range of
funders we are bringing on
board to support it. It is the
start of something new and
very exciting for RST, and
will help us do even better
in our continuing core work
of providing small grants at
times of need, and
challenging policy makers
to do better.
I wish I could stay on as
Chair and take some of the
credit for all this great
work! But unfortunately my
time on the Board will
shortly
come
to
its
limit. RST is now seeking to
recruit a new Chair of the
Board and new trustees to
join our number. If you
have a few hours a week to
spare, and skills to govern a
small and active voluntary
organisation, we would
love to hear from you.
Please
visit
www.rst.org.uk to make an
application.
Philippa Bonella
Interim Chair

The AGM was held in the
Glasgow City Chambers on
16th September 2014. The
Annual
Report
was
accepted and our new
board
member,
Kate
Alexander was appointed.

Photos from RST’s
AGM:

RST’s outgoing Chair,
Elaine Baxendale

Kate is the Coordinator of
Scottish Detainee Visitors, a
small charity supporting
people detained by the
Immigration Service at
Dungavel
Immigration
Removal Centre. She is also
a
social
researcher,
undertaking
consultancy
projects for clients in the
voluntary,
public
and
university sectors. She was
previously
a
Research
Fellow at the University of
Edinburgh and a Principal
Research Officer at the
London Research Centre/
Greater London Authority.

Drama showing RST’s new
DASS project from an asylum
seeker’s perspective.

AGM attendees

Our
secretary,
Kerrie
Brooks, was also reappointed to the Board.
RST’s Treasurer - Gabriel Kaifala
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Annual General Meeting
Professor Donald Nicolson,
founding Director of the
University of Strathclyde
Law Clinic, gave an inspiring
talk at RST’s AGM.
A key element of the RST
led Destitute Asylum Seeker
Service (DASS) project will
be the provision of legal
advice and support. The
University of Strathclyde
runs a well established Law
Clinic which is staffed by
trained
volunteer
law
students and supervised by
qualified lawyers working
on a voluntary basis. As
part of the DASS project,
the Law Clinic will develop
an immigration law service.
A panel of immigration
lawyers will meet regularly,
offering their services pro
bono, to review the case of
destitute and homeless
asylum seekers. Any cases
where
they
identify
potential for further legal
action will be referred to
the Law Clinic where a
volunteer will undertake
extensive research to build
the strongest case possible
for the asylum seeker. Once
the background research

News from former
Board Member
Mhoraig:

I'm really pleased to let you
know that our baby arrived
safely on 27th August at
6am. He is a little boy
called
Lewis
Daniel
Chisholm and weighed 9lb
11oz. He's settling into the
world really well and is an
has been completed, a absolutely lovely little
qualified
immigration chap.
Lawyer will take forward We also managed to sell
the case. The DASS project our flat over the summer
aims enable up to 30 fresh and to buy a house,
claims to be lodged although we didn't manage
annually
through
this to fit in the move before
the baby arrived! We will
process.
be moving in mid-October
We would like to thank to our new home in Falkirk,
Donald for his contribution, so a total change of scene.
enthusiasm and dedication It's where I grew up
to access to justice which though, and I still have lots
has resulted in the Law of family and friends there
Clinic playing a vital role in and we're really excited
the legal part of the DASS about having spare rooms
Project. His inspired talk at and a big garden.
the AGM sums up Donald’s All the best, Mhoraig.
character and motivation, a
true
and
genuine
gentlemen who is devoted
to helping the most
vulnerable
in
society
through the vehicle of law.
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RST’s new Co-ordinator
I am very excited to be
working for RST. Since
starting by position as
Coordinator in June I have
met many of our members
and volunteers, and I am
looking
forward
to
meeting others in the
coming
weeks
and
months. It is fantastic to
see
the
work
and
dedication people put in to
supporting the work of
RST.
My route to RST is rather a
strange one. I trained as a
civil and environmental
engineer, and worked as
one for a couple of years
before
deciding
the
engineering life wasn’t for
me. My motivation had
always been to work in the
humanitarian sector and I
carried out a couple of
placements in Uganda and
DR Congo as a public
health engineer before
moving on to work for a
Scottish financial inclusion
charity. This summer has
been a bit of a whirlwind.
As well as starting with RST
in June, I began a part-time
postgraduate course in
Citizenship and Human

Rights at GCU in August
and got married in
September!
I have learnt a huge
amount about the asylum
process and the possible
routes to destitution for
asylum
seekers
and
refugees in Scotland in the
four months since I started
with RST. I have been
working with partners in
Glasgow to pilot a new
way of distributing our
destitution grants and I am
looking forward to working
with our talented and
dedicated
team
of
volunteers to continue our
grant fundraising, talks
programme
and
community events.
I am based in our new
Glasgow
office
at
Robertson House on Bath
Street. Feel free to come
and say hi, or drop me an
email at:
coordinator@rst.org.uk
Looking
forward
working with you all.
Diana

to

New Glasgow office!
RST now has desk space in
Glasgow (as well as our
base at Stanhope Place in
Edinburgh).
Robertson House
152 Bath Street
Glasgow
G2 4TB
Tel: 0141 353 5602

Stay in touch:
@RefugeeSurvival
Refugee Survival Trust

If you would prefer to
receive this Newsletter
via email, please let us
know by sending your full
name and email address
to: info@rst.org.uk.

Survival

Page 5 News

Destitution Grants
Since April 2014, RST has given 147 grants with a value
of £9,344 to destitute asylum seekers and refugees.
These supported 226 individuals. The main reason for
claiming grants is given below:

Winter Bus
Pass Scheme
Winter is fast
approaching…..
This winter, RST hopes to
once again provide much
needed bus passes to
destitute asylum seekers
in Glasgow, through our
partner organisations.

These figures differ greatly from previous years. Since
April 2014 RST has largely only been able to support
new refugees or new arrivals, owing to difficulties in
reaching asylum seekers, as a result of changes in the
way support is provided to asylum seekers. RST is
currently looking at ways to reach asylum seekers
through other referring organisations and hope to
pilot this very soon.

DASS Project Update
We are pleased to announce that we have received the
first batch of funding and our new Destitute Asylum
Seekers Support Service (DASS) project is now
underway.
The DASS project seeks to provide the opportunity for
destitute, homeless, asylum seekers to work towards a
permanent resolution of their legal situation through
the provision of advice, accommodation and intensive
legal support.
We are grateful to the Oak Foundation for this support.

Last winter we provided
425 bus passes to
destitute asylum seekers
so they could get to
important meetings and
appointments.

To donate £5 to our
winter bus pass fund
text FARE15 £5
to 70070.
Or send us a cheque if
that is easier.
These bus passes are vital
during the cold winter
months. If you are able to
contribute just £5 this
winter, this will make a
real
difference
to
someone.
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Volunteer News
RST were once again
amazed by the generosity
of the public at a coffee
morning held in St David's
RC Church (Dalkeith) on
14thSeptember. Katharine
Weatherhead, one of our
Talks Ambassadors, hosted
the event which saw
£82.24 donated to RST.
Attendees
enjoyed
homemade cakes while
perusing RST leaflets, and
RST volunteer Sarah Tolley
was on hand to answer
questions about our work.
On 28th August, Beyond
Borders
Scotland
invited RST Volunteers
Katherine
Weatherhead
and Sarah Tolley to a
showing of the film
'Evaporating
Borders'
about refugees in Cyprus
where Katharine spoke to
the audience about the
work of RST.
Planning a poetry event
involves a few risks;
when a few poetry
lovers gathered on Sunday
17th August to read poems
in aid of RST, the sky was
overcast and Princes' St
Gardens were rocked by

fierce gusts of wind.
However, by the time the
group had settled among
the young trees, the sun
had come out! They spent
a happy hour reading
poems to celebrate the
work of RST. This year, we
would like to build on this
experience
and
hold
another poetry reading on
the theme of journeys. All
suggestions welcome.
On Saturday 28th June, the
Edinburgh Singers Choir
put on a stunning concert
at the Canongate Kirk in
Edinburgh.
They
performed pieces from
Mozart to Palestrina and
filled the kirk with 'Joyous
Sounds'. At the end of the
concert, the Singers kindly
allowed RST volunteers
Katharine
Weatherhead
and Fiona Rennie to collect
donations for RST. The
attendees
were
very
generous,
donating
£96.82. We extend our
thanks to the Edinburgh
Singers and to those who
donated funds to support
the work of RST.

Volunteering in
a Fractured
Society
Many thanks to all who
attended and helped
organise
the
open
discussion around the
theme "Volunteering in a
Fractured Society" on
Tuesday 17th June 2014.
Important issues in the
fields
of
global
development and asylum
were considered, while
incisive questions were
asked by the audience.
£30 was raised for RST,
which will contribute to
improving the lives of
asylum
seekers
and
refugees in Scotland.

Fundraising
Ideas…
If you have any community events or fundraising
ideas do please get in
touch with Diana at:
coordinator@rst.org.uk or
Sarah at:
Fundraising_volunteer@rst.org.uk
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Get in tune for Christmas with an

International Carol Concert!
Featuring carols and seasonal songs from around the
world.
Friday 5th December, 7:30 – 8.40pm.
Sacred Heart Church, Lauriston St,
Edinburgh, EH3 9DJ.
All welcome – Free entry – Retiring collection for the
Refugee Survival Trust.
We are asking for contributions of international carols
and any keen musicians to help out on the day.
Please send suggestions for carols and offers of help
to Sarah: Fundraising_volunteer@rst.org.uk

Ceilidh
Saturday 21st March 2015
Once again the kind folk at the Ceilidh Collective are
hosting a ceilidh in aid of RST. This time RST are joining
forces with Reforesting Scotland for an even bigger
Spring event.
Please see their website for further information:
www.ceilidhcollective.org
And keep an eye out for further details on RST’s.
The website, Facebook and twitter pages.
The November Ceilidh raised over £300 for RST. We
would like to thanks Robin and his team at Ceilidh Collective for their continued support.

RST attended the first
Sanctuary Summit on
Saturday 15th November,
2014 in Birmingham.
This
ground-breaking
national
conference,
drew together a wide
range of organisations
across the country, in
solidarity with asylum
seekers and refugees.
Further information is on
the Sanctuary Summit
website:
sanctuarysummit2014.word
press.com

Including
The
Birmingham Declaration,
signed by RST.
You can follow ongoing
action from the event on
twitter: #SanctuaryAction
Highlight of the day: The
‘Glasgow Girls’ telling
their story of highlighting
the poor treatment of
refused asylum seekers in
Drumchapel in 2005.
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The Refugee Survival Trust only exists thanks to the
generosity, help and support given by people in Scotland—
individuals, churches, clubs, companies and schools. It is
thanks to you that we are able to prevent hundreds of
vulnerable people from being destitute on the streets of
Refugee Survival Trust
Stanhope House
12 Stanhope Place
Edinburgh EH12 5HH
Charity no: SCO24328
Phone:
0131 337 5507
Email: info@rst.org.uk
Visit our website:
www.rst.org.uk

Scotland. However, as harsh legislation and an often
ineffective asylum system forces more people to rely on RST
funding to survive, we need your help more than ever.
Please pass on this newsletter to friends, family and
colleagues, and encourage them to support us—ask them
to show their support by making a donation online or by
joining us. You can also donate online: www.rst.org.uk

Please make a donation
Last year, (2013-14) RST made grants of over £52,000 to prevent the destitution of asylum
seekers and refugees in Scotland. RST only has limited funds, and desperately needs to raise
more if it is to continue. Without RST, asylum seekers, refugees and their children would be left
with no money for food, and often no accommodation. Please make a donation now to help us
continue this essential work. Thank you!
Title:

Mr / Mrs / Ms / Other …………………

Full Name:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Full address: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………… Postcode: ………………………………………………………...
Email: ………………………………………………………… (Please give us your email address if you would
like to receive occasional updates about out work by email)
□ I would like to make a donation of £ ……………….. and enclose a cheque/postal order payable to
the Refugee Survival Trust for this amount.
□ (please tick) I want all the donation I’ve made since 6th April 2010 and all donation in the future
to qualify for Gift Aid until I notify you otherwise. To qualify for Gift Aid, what you pay in income tax
or capital gains tax must at least equal the amount of tax that RST, and all other charities or
Community Amateur Sports Clubs you donate to, will claim in the tax year. RST will claim 25p of tax
for every £1 you donate. Taxes such as VAT and council tax do not qualify
Please return to: Refugee Survival Trust, Stanhope House, 12 Stanhope Place, Edinburgh EH12 5HH

