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Gift Aid|
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Destitution

People fleeing persecution have to leave
behind their home, friends and family.
Many spend their life savings to get to
Scotland and arrive here with nothing.

They are not allowed to work and

cannot access mainstream benefits or
homelessness services until they have
been granted the right to stay. They have
no choice but to apply for basic financial
support from the Home Office.

Delays and errors in accessing this
asylum support and restrictive
government policies leave people at all
stages of the asylum process destitute.
They are often very vulnerable with no
family or friends to turn to.

“You have no income. It's possible
they’ll take you out of your house. I got
support from the Refugee Survival Trust
and it gave me hope, but if I did not
have any income or any support that
would affect us really badly.”

Rafig, a 20 year-old asylum seeker from Iraq

How we help

Refugee Survival Trust provides lifeline grants
to people seeking asylum who have no other
means of support and often nowhere to live.

We also work to prevent more people
becoming destitute in the future by lobbying
the government to make the asylum system
fairer and more efficient.

= Since we were established in 1996 we have
supported over 8,000 destitute refugees
and asylum seekers in Scotland with small
emergency grants (usually of £35-40).

= In 2010/11 alone our grants prevented the
destitution of 644 adults and 37 children,
ensuring that they could eat, make essential
journeys and have a roof over their heads.

= We also provide grants of up to £150 to help
refugees and asylum seekers in Scotland to
access work and employment opportunities.
In 2010/11 we gave over £8,000 in grants
to help 36 refugees into employment and
22 asylum seekers into training.

“It is so important to keep supporting
people with limited income in order to help
them to achieve something that really
matters in their future.”

Amir, an Iragi asylum seeker who received an RST study grant

We are a small charity, but we make
a big difference to the lives of
vulnerable people. We only exist
thanks to the generosity, help and
support of people like you. Please become a member
or make a donation to support our vital work. Either...

online: www.rst.org.uk/support_us/membership
or by filling in the form below and returning it to:

Refugee Survival Trust
The Melting Pot, 5 Rose Street, Edinburgh EH2 2PR

Title (Mr/Mrs/Ms/Other)

Full Name

Address

Postcode

Telephone

Email

[] Please tick here to receive our e-newsletter
and updates about our work.

Membership

Monthly

I would like to be a member / renew my membership
of Refugee Survival Trust with a monthly donation of:

£21] £5[1 £10[] Other £

Annual

I/My organisation would like to become a member

with an annual donation of:

[] £2 (concession rate for asylum seekers and refugees)

[] £12 (concession rate for unwaged/students/unemployed)

[] £24 (minimum for individuals and small/community
organisations*)

L] £40 (minimum for medium organisations*)

[ ] £80 (minimum for large organisations*)

(* Organisation sizes: Small - annual income up to £50,000;

medium - £50,000 to £100,000; large organisation over
£100,000.)

Please start payments on / /
(At least one month after today’s date)

See other side to complete the form



